St. Leo the Great
March Newsletter 2018
Opening Ourselves
to God’s Mercy and Love . . .
Join us for a Lenten musical celebra on of God’s
mercy, goodness, forgiveness, and love Sunday
a ernoon, March 18. A simple soup lunch a er the
10:30 am Mass will be followed by a me of reﬂec on
through music provided by parishioner Roni Nolasco, the
Burundi women’s choir, Bill Tonnis of our partner parish
Our Lady of Visita on, and other musicians and groups
from St. Leo’s.
The event is not a performance but an
opportunity to spend me with God reﬂec ng on God’s
presence with us and great love for us. Though the music
may be in diﬀerent languages, and we may not
understand the words, we can all enter into its spirit and
be blessed by the variety of ways God speaks to us.
The event will be coordinated by our newly
formed youth group and provide an opportunity for
youth to share their gi s with St. Leo’s and the
community.
The youth will also be working on making a
sawdust carpet—called alfombras de aserrín—a
tradi onal Lenten prac ce in Guatemala.

Because of You . . .
St. Leo’s struggle and its gi is its poverty. In order to con nue and expand its mission and ministry to
the community and our immigrant and refugee parishioners we need to reach out to others to help us
through prayer, ﬁnances, and service. Through God’s grace it becomes mutual blessing.

And so we thank you …

Many, many thanks to the though ul parishioners at
St. Susanna Church in Mason for providing several infant car
seats and booster seats so that St. Leo’s can safely transport
our families to and from church on Sunday mornings.

Many, many thanks to the
several caring donors who contributed
a supply of hand‐held can openers for
our homeless guests who visit the St.
Leo Food Pantry. The can openers are
much needed and most appreciated.

Many, many thanks to donor, Joan Altemuehle, for a
magnﬁcent three‐piece na vity set. This gi of beauty will enhance
both our worship space and our prayer experience throughout the
Christmas season for many years to come.

Many, many thanks to the
several compassionate donors who
answered our call for small individual
shopping carts to help out our Food
Pantry guests who must walk their
groceries home. A true gi of dignity!

¡Gracias! Murakoze! Thank You!
We are deeply grateful for your con nued and generous support. Our St. Leo the Great parish community promises to
remember you and your loved ones in our private prayer, as well as in our communal prayer, which is to say that we are
praying for you all the me. May our gracious God ﬁll you with every blessing!

Pastor’s Ponderings . . .
With the mark of an ashen cross and the words, “Turn with them to
away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel,” the holy season of trust Jesus to
Lent begins, Wednesday, February 14, 2018.
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on…You don’t even know the way to the Post Oﬃce.”

St. Leo's Prayer Wall is a place where all, regardless of age, race or creed, are invited to sing God’s praises, give Him thanks,
and/or call upon His presence for help in mes of need. The wall, a place of prayer for all peoples (much like the Wailing Wall in
Jerusalem), captures the faces of the community, as well as peacemakers and saints who have inspired us through the ages.
The Wall is a place for staﬀ and volunteers, youth groups, community mee ngs, and for
individuals who pass through our parking lot on the way to work, school, etc., to pray, reﬂect
and pause. We invite you to share in this special way of prayer, joy, and thanksgiving. Praise
God!
God cares about every need in your life and knows what you need even before you ask Him for
help. Our St. Leo the Great parish community promises to remember you in our private prayer,
as well as in our communal prayer, which is to say that we are praying for you all the me.
All prayer requests are held in strictest conﬁdence. Send your prayer request to: Saint Leo the
Great Church, 2573 Saint Leo Place, Cincinna , OH 45225. You can also submit your prayer
request online at: h p://saint‐leo/WorksofMercy/PrayerWallMinistry.aspx.

Quiet!
“Be Quiet!” These words are
among my favorite words. We hear or
come across these words in our readings
or day‐to‐day lives, especially when we
are reminded to be silent, mindful,
cau ous, respec ul and aware of the
presence of danger on our paths. In the
third Sunday of Ordinary Time’s gospel, we hear these words again
when Jesus rebukes an unclean spirit in a man by commanding it to
be “quiet.” Jesus used the same words when he commanded the
rough sea or storm “Be s ll.” Others words with close meaning or
depth to “be quiet” are found in Psalm 46:10, when God says “Be
s ll and know that I am God…”

gadgets – TV, computer, radio and phones at work or home or
while engaging in a task at hand. It is a challenging but a rewarding
ini a ve when we try it out. I ﬁnd I value being quiet. When I get
overwhelmed with the busyness of the day, I take me to “be
quiet” and take a walk in a park. Being quiet helps us to put our
past, present, and future into a clearer perspec ve. We can smile
and let go of any thoughts that we want to do away with, in order
to become a clean slate for our true selves. When we prac ce
quie ng our minds, it gives us an opportunity to reﬂect upon our
ac ons, thoughts, and feelings, making us more observant. This
allows us to acknowledge our strengths and weaknesses as a
person. Being quiet helps us to listen to our consciences, reﬁne our
ideas, helping us to maintain a personal sense of iden ty, meaning,
In a world full of noise, frenzy and distrac ons, the two purpose and fulﬁllment.
Without silence, we do not really experience our
words “be quiet” mean a lot to me and resonate deep within me.
As I reﬂect on the words, I think of the season of Lent and its mood. experiences. We may serve others and have many experiences, but
In the midst of our struggles and suﬀerings, be it internal or without silence, li le has the power to
external, let’s try more and more to “be quiet.” Let’s take change us, to awaken us, to give us that joy
advantage of quiet moments of reﬂec on every now and then in that the world cannot give. We want to
this season of Lent. Quie ng our minds helps us in many serve freely and with God’s love working in
ways. Some mes God’s Word becomes clearer to us when we are and through us.
quiet. Also, we become more open to the direc on, healing and
Divine Love always needs to and
mercy of God’s Word when we become quiet. So, as we move must overﬂow!
through Lent let’s try to be quiet.
As a part of his internship at St.
How can we do this? You ask. Gather as a family before Leo’s, seminarian Ben Lo anga will be
bed me or as a group to pray silently for a few or more minutes. wri ng reﬂec ons, some of which will be
Try purposely unplugging ourselves from the noise of electronic shared in the newsle er.

What are we to do?
Perhaps we see, deep within ourselves and all about us,
the signs I have just described. But the Church, our Mother and
Teacher, along with the o en bi er medicine of the truth, oﬀers
us in the Lenten season the soothing remedy of prayer, almsgiving
and fas ng.
By devo ng more me to prayer,
we enable our hearts to root out our secret
lies and forms of self‐decep on,[5] and then
to ﬁnd the consola on God oﬀers. He is our
Father and he wants us to live life well.

give alms, we share in God’s providen al care for each of his
children. If through me God helps someone today, will he not
tomorrow provide for my own needs? For no one is more
generous than God.[6]
Fas ng weakens our tendency to violence; it
disarms us and becomes an important
opportunity for growth. On the one hand, it
allows us to experience what the des tute
and the starving have to endure. On the
other hand, it expresses our own spiritual
hunger and thirst for life in God. Fas ng
wakes us up. It makes us more a en ve to
God and our neighbour. It revives our desire
to obey God, who alone is capable of
sa sfying our hunger.

Almsgiving sets us free from greed
and helps us to regard our neighbour as a
brother or sister. What I possess is never
mine alone. How I would like almsgiving to
become a genuine style of life for each of us!
I would also like my invita on to extend
How I would like us, as Chris ans, to follow
beyond the bounds of the Catholic Church,
the example of the Apostles and see in the
and to reach all of you, men and women of
sharing of our possessions a tangible witness
good will, who are open to hearing God’s
of the communion that is ours in the Church!
voice. Perhaps, like ourselves, you are
For this reason, I echo Saint Paul’s
disturbed by the spread of iniquity in the
exhorta on to the Corinthians to take up a
world, you are concerned about the chill that
collec on for the community of Jerusalem as
paralyzes hearts and ac ons, and you see a
something from which they themselves
would beneﬁt (cf. 2 Cor 8:10). This is all the more ﬁ ng during the weakening in our sense of being members of the one human
Lenten season, when many groups take up collec ons to assist family. Join us, then, in raising our plea to God, in fas ng, and in
Churches and peoples in need. Yet I would also hope that, even in oﬀering whatever you can to our brothers and sisters in need!
our daily encounters with those who beg for our assistance, we
would see such requests as coming from God himself. When we
Pope Francis Lent 2018 (part of message)

Boot Camp or Invitation to Welcome Love?
I took my Catholic faith very seriously as a child and when
Lent came around it felt like a boot camp to try to make me
presentable to God. I tried very hard. I really did but I could never
measure up to what I thought was expected no ma er how hard I
tried. It started with the prayer for the distribu on of ashes
“Remember man that thou art dust and unto dust you shall return.”
Why would God bother with me the way I was? Dust wasn’t worth
anything so I must not be either—but I could try—and try I did. I
kept all the rules—no meat on Wednesdays or Fridays and gave up
candy, went to Sta ons of the Cross, and said extra prayers.
Somehow it was never enough. I know now that God’s love is a gi
that is freely given, but then I was sure that I could and had to earn
it. What all my performing did was only make me scrupulous.

to “le ng in,” And that “le ng in” changes us. We long for me
alone with God in prayer. We are more a uned to the cries of the
poor, the marginalized, the immigrant, the refugee, the sick, the
lonely, the imprisoned—even our enemies. We are diﬀerent people
on Easter than we were on Ash Wednesday and that change can
con nue so that even Jesus’ messages we tend to recoil from
becoming something we can embrace because we live in the reality
of being loved by God.
Take this one for example: “Unless a grain of wheat falls to
the ground and dies it remains just a grain of wheat. But if it dies it
produces much fruit.” (John 12:24) Our ini al ins nct says that’s
great for wheat, but not so invi ng when it comes to humans. We
have a tendency to balk at even
the idea of this. Our culture is
focused on living healthier, living
more comfortably, living longer.
And even though “death” is a
certainty, we balk at talking
about it, planning for it,
accep ng it. Even our words on
the obituary page reveal that
struggle. People “pass away” and
“leave us.”

By the me I was a
young adult who was obliged to
both fast and abstain, I had
go en pre y good at keeping
and ra onalizing ways to keep
the rules. If the intake of food at
breakfast and lunch was not to
equal the amount of dinner, the
solu on was easy—just eat a
very big dinner. My roommate
and I did exactly that and
Acceptance of God’s
savored evening meals that
love opens us to say “Yes” to
lasted for hours. It was the
invita ons to choose the dyings
similar kind of thinking we
we would ordinarily run away
exercised with the Communion
from because of that love. These
fast which was set for midnight,
choices are not demands but
but since we had heard that
responses to love, and though
actual midnight was 12:37 am
diﬃcult, we ﬁnd that we
at the prime meridian we could
wouldn’t want it any other way.
eat and drink un l then. We got
They change even our day me
the le er, but deﬁnitely not the spirit of the rule. I hate to admit rou nes. Instead of waking up and immediately turning on the TV
that I carried that image of God into most of my adult life.
and catching up on the latest news or grabbing our cell phones to
Surely God wept at my misunderstanding of how much I check emails and Facebook, that me is now our quiet rendezvous
am cherished and loved not, because I am “good” but because God with God. We may not like to be around sick people. It makes us
is good. “We love because God ﬁrst loved us.” (I John 4:19) And queasy. But we put that aside and visit. It’s God who loves us in that
love and grace always prevail—even in my approach to Lent. I now bed and we cannot turn away. Like a pebble thrown into a pond
focus on the “receive the Good News” part of the prayer when these choices ripple out. Slowly we see a pa ern of small dyings
ashes are distributed. And I now know that the good news is that and risings and the love and grace that enable us to embrace them.
God loves me and that love can overﬂow and extend to others And we are much less afraid to say “Yes” to God even when the
through me.
future looks uncertain for we are held in love.
It might be the same 40 days on the calendar, but it is now
So it’s good‐bye gloomy faces and rigid Lents of our youth.
totally diﬀerent for me and I’m guessing, for many others—no rule‐ Welcome the love that is beyond imaginings. Death never has the
bending or “measuring up;” instead it’s an invita on to welcome last word. Resurrec on—new life and love always follow!
and receive and share God’s love. The focus shi s from “giving up”

Pope Francis condemned power struggles in
daily life, stressed that appearance is not as important as God and urged Catholics not to be obsessed by possessions on Ash Wednesday.
The pope said that Lent, when the faithful are
called to fast, pray and give alms to the needy, is
meant to wake up Christians and help them see that
God can give them the strength to change their lives
and their surroundings.

St. Leo Parish and
Community Contact
Information

Clancy’s
Cliché’s
This old dog is ge ng older and older by the
minute. Seven years for every one year of
human life puts me at ... let’s just say older
than any ol’ dog you probably know!
For those looking forward to re rement, just taking a sabba cal
of some kind, or oﬀ work due to illness or paw surgery, you have
long days looking you in the face with ques ons that should be
asked long before you say goodbye to your co‐workers or schedule
your procedure. Even while s ll working or caregiving, what fulﬁlls
your own heart during the oﬀ‐hours? Consider asking some
ques ons like what you might do with those long days, and what
to do with your me and purpose in life.
Feeling blue and not feeling worth anything anymore, along with
feeling lonesome, insigniﬁcant and bored, may creep into your
days. This crisis doesn’t have to happen. President John F. Kennedy
said, “When wri en in Chinese, the word 'crisis' is composed of
two characters. One represents danger and the other represents
opportunity.”
It warms the li le puppy in me when, especially at the Food
Pantry, dedicated volunteers have said they re red only to
discover ... nothing to do. And nothing with purpose and
fulﬁllment. Spending a mere four hours (or more for several
others) a week serving others, stocking shelves, and helping to
maintain the Food Pantry brings them so much joy. This small
example shows how one person can posi vely aﬀect countless
people in countless ways.
Even our dialogue with others or through social media has an
impact. Par cipa ng in posi ve versus nega ve conversa ons can
brighten the lives of others while bullying, demeaning behavior,
labeling a fellow human being, and taking advantage of people or
situa ons hurt far more than those at the core of the event.
It’s really so simple. We are all a part of the greater picture.
Every li le ac on contributes to our world as a whole. Every
inac on aﬀects us as well, i.e., what we choose NOT to do can be
just as important as what we choose to do. While we don’t have to
sca er our me or energy all over the place, doing what we can
when we can, will have posi ve, loving change. Reach out. Touch
lives.
As we con nue our life’s journey, how do you want to live your
day on the other side of tomorrow?
Howlin’s hootn’; Growlin’s not gooten! ‐ Clancy

Clancy’s Cackles
What do you get if you cross poison ivy
with a 4‐leaf clover?

A rash of good luck!

What did the tree say to Spring?
What a re‐leaf!
I’m reading a book about an ‐gravity. It’s impossible to put down.
Shortstop!

What posi on does a leprechaun
play on the Red's team?

Pastor: Rev. James R. Schu e
Address: 2573 Saint Leo Place,
Cincinna , OH 45225
Phone: 513‐921‐1044
Parish Nurse: 513‐862‐4398 Fax: 513‐921‐8048
E‐Mail: stleocin @aol.com Website: www.saint‐leo.org
Facebook: St. Leo The Great Catholic Church
St. Leo’s YouTube Channel: StLeotheGreatParish
Worship Schedule: Saturday 6:00pm Mass in Spanish;
Sunday Mass: 10:30am; Weekday Mass: Thursday 7:00pm
Exposi on of the Blessed Sacrament: First Thursday following
7:00pm Mass.
FOOD PANTRY: At the corner of Carll & Bal more
Serving Hours: Mon., Wed., & Fri., 1:00pm to 3:30pm
Pantry Requirements: Serving North Fairmount, English
Woods, Roll Hill Apts., and Millvale once every 30 days.
See website: www.saint‐leo.org or call (513‐921‐1044) to see if
your street is covered. To meet St. Leo’s Acts of Mercy pantry
donor guidelines, current proof of residence (Duke or telephone
bill), photo ID & Social Security Cards for all members of
household must be presented at each visit.
Romans 12:9‐13 teaches us to show hospitality. Hospitality is
measured by the degree of kindness we show others, including
strangers. Volunteers are needed to help us show kindness to
persons in need at the St. Leo Food Pantry: Coordinator for
Fridays,
noon‐4/4:30,
point
person
for
other
volunteers. Assistant Administrator about 9‐12 hours/week, to
do ordering, organizing inventory, and communica ng with
coordinators/volunteers. To par cipate in any of our volunteer
opportuni es, please call at 513‐921‐1044!
SEWING CLASS Every Friday morning, 9:00am‐Noon.
For info call Sr. Ann Vonder Meulen, osf at 280‐7849.
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE CLASSES
We welcome all wishing to learn English. FREE!
Thursdays, 9:30 – 12:30 am and Saturday 10:00‐Noon.
COMMUNITY PHONE NUMBERS
North Fairmount Community Center/
Referral Services: Linda Klem: 513‐921‐5842
Housing: 513‐921‐5889, Healthy Moms & Babes: 513‐591‐5600
Hopple Street Neighborhood Clinic: 513‐541‐4500
Literary Network: 513‐621‐7323
Helping Hands and Angels’ Arms Stores 513‐623‐9897
Snow NEWS! For St. Leo cancella ons, Check media: TV, WCPO‐
Channel 9, WXIX‐Channel 19, or Facebook at: St. Leo the Great
Catholic Church and/or St. Leo’s website: www.saint‐leo.org
Visit Us!
St. Leo’s website: www.Saint‐Leo.org
Facebook: St. Leo the Great Catholic Church
St. Leo’s YouTube Channel: StLeotheGreatParish
Enjoy the online edition with color photos!
Save the www.saint‐leo.org site in your “favorites” list to visit
o en. Feel free to send correc ons, updates, news and/or info to
be included on the website to Casey Betz, Development Director,
at cbetzstleo@aol.com. If you’d like to receive St. Leo’s News‐
le er, call 921‐1044 and we’ll add you (or anyone else you know)
to the mailing list.

How You Can Help . . .
Treasure Chest

Pantry Press








Treasure Chest ckets are sold on a
monthly basis at $5.00 each.
 Winner based on Pick 3 played straight
every day.
Each $100.00 prize will be sent in the mail.
Get In On the Fun! To purchase Treasure Chest
ckets, send $5.00 per cket by the ﬁrst of the
month to: St. Leo Treasure Chest, 2573 Saint Leo Pl.,
Cin ., OH 45225
Volunteers Needed to help sell ckets!

January Winners: Linda Robinson, Donna Stand, Dawn
Pennekamp, Alma Joiner, Ruth Bruser, Tammy White,
Cheryl Roy, Garre Nienaber, James and Mary
Menetrey. Some of our winners have been purchasing
ckets for two genera ons!

Wish List
Lightweight folding metal rolling shopping carts for
clients at the Food Pantry.
Commercial Cigare e Receptacle for outdoors, $40.00
6 Correll Seminar 96'' Rectangular Training Tables, Item:
1560623Model: SP1896PX‐15 $272.69 Ea. Only Available
Online at Staples: h ps://m.staples.com/‐/
product_1560623
Small Chest Freezer for Youth Group
Gi Cards for the con nuing work and maintenance of
the parish, and our Youth Group func ons: Lowes, Home
Depot, Staples, Hobby Lobby, Kroger, etc. Priceless!
Cash to Cover Opera ng Expenses is Essen al

Easy Online Giving
Make a one‐ me dona on, or set up a weekly, bi‐weekly,
monthly, quarterly, semi‐annual or annual gi to be de‐
ducted from your banking account, or to charge your gi
to your credit card:
Go to h p://saint‐leo.org DonateNow.aspx
And click on the Donate Now Bu on.
SHOP AMAZON SMILE SUP‐
PORT ST. LEO:
h p://smile.amazon.com/ch/31‐
0538556
SHOP KROGER’S AND SUPPORT ST. LEO:
h s://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
Enter St.
Leo's NPO #28680 or search for St. Leo the Great Church.
iGive: Shop the sites you love and support St. Leo!
Sounds easy? It is! Sign up at h p://www.igive.com/

In January the Food Pantry served 960 individuals, in 321
households, including 394 children and 95 seniors, even
though we were closed 3 1/2 serving days due to weather.
St. Leo Food Pantry will be CLOSED when Cincinna Public Schools are
closed for bad weather: snow, ice, bi er cold. Check media: TV, Facebook
and/or website.

Items NEEDED for March:








Deodorant, mul ‐purpose cleaner, ssues, shaving cream,
an bacterial wipes, ANY household or personal cleaning items
Juices, juice mixes
Canned tuna, canned chicken, fruit cocktail, peas, spinach, mixed
veggies
Vinegar, salad dressings, cooking oil
Cereal of any kind, especially cheerios, oatmeal, special children’s
fun cereals
Lipton’s Onion Soup mix, Bouillon Cubes ‐ chicken or beef
Chicken noodle, bean with bacon, split pea soup
Romans 12:9‐13 teaches us to show hospitality.
Hospitality is measured by the degree of kindness we
show others, including strangers. Volunteers are

needed to help us show kindness to persons
in need at the St. Leo Food Pantry:
Coordinator for Fridays, noon‐4/4:30, to act as point person for
other volunteers.

Assistant Administrator about 9‐12 hours a week, to tend to
ordering, organizing the inventory, and conveying to coordinators/
volunteers what’s up. If you feel called to either of these volunteer
se ngs, or to par cipate in any of our other volunteer opportuni es,
please call at 513‐921‐1044!
You. Them. Us. Working together, we are all One. Sharing. Serving.
Gifting. What better way to experience the outcome than to hear it
from the voices of those served who are part of our Pantry family:

“I have been off work and I really appreciate the help.
Thank You St. Leo“ —Barbara
“St. Leo is a Blessing to the community. It helps people in
their time of needs. The staff here is friendly and very helpful.
May God forever shine his light on them.” —Verna
“Very organized, friendly people. Makes me feel very
comfortable. God bless St. Leo’s.” —Shanelle
“Thank God and his helpers on earth for all of what they have
done for me and my two sons. Blessed be in Jesus’s name.
Amen.” – BriAnna
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Sunday

4

Monday

Tuesday

March
5

Mass: 10:30am
Religious Ed Class
12-1:00pm
Youth Group 121:30pm

Food Pantry open

11

12

Mass: 10:30am
Server’s Club 121:30

Food Pantry open

6

13

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

Mass 7pm;
English as 2nd lang.
class 9:30am

Sewing Class 9-12;
Food Pantry open
AA Meeting 7:30pm

Mass in Spanish 6pm;
English as 2nd lang. class
10-noon

7

8

9

10

Food Pantry open

Mass 7pm;
English as 2nd lang.
class 9:30am

Sewing Class 9-12;
Food Pantry open;
AA Meeting 7:30pm

Mass in Spanish 6pm;
English as 2nd lang. class
10-noon

14

15

16

17

Food Pantry open

Mass 7pm;
English as 2nd lang.
class 9:30am

Sewing Class 9-12;
Food Pantry open;
AA Meeting 7:30pm

Mass in Spanish 6pm;
English as 2nd lang. class
10-noon;

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Mass: 10:30am
Religious Ed Class
12-1:00pm
Simple Soup Lunch
& Lenten Musical
Celebration

Food Pantry open

Lenten Prayer
Service at Our
Lady of the
Visitation 7:00pm

Food Pantry open

Mass 7pm;
English as 2nd lang.
class 9:30am

Sewing Class 9-12;
Food Pantry open;
AA Meeting 7:30pm

Mass in Spanish 6pm;;
English as 2nd lang. class
10-noon;

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Mass: 10:30am

Food Pantry open

Holy Thursday
7:00pm

Good Friday
7:00pm

Holy Saturday
Easter Vigil 8:30pm

Palm Sunday

Food Pantry open

Office Closed
Food Pantry Closed

